
 KANSAS FOOD SAFETY REFERENCES 
 
Agency Name:  Kansas Department of Agriculture (KDA), Divisions of Meat & Poultry Inspections  
 
Areas of Responsibility:   Meat and Poultry Inspections (MPI) conducts complex comprehensive inspections of 
regulated red meat, rabbit, poultry and exotic slaughter and processing plants according to the Federal Meat Inspection 
Act, the Poultry Products Inspection Act, the Federal Register, 9 CFR 300, 400 and 500, FSIS Directives and the 
Kansas statues.    They also license and inspect animal food manufacturing, distributors or wholesalers, and public 
warehouses.  MPI also investigates possible illegal activities performed by unlicensed facilities, as well as product 
sampling to verify compliance with declared product standards.  They also conduct annual reviews of all facilities.  
MPI documents, recommends and implements enforcement actions as provided for by law against regulated facilities 
and unlicensed individuals found to be in noncompliance which is necessary in order to protect the public health and 
safety.  Field enforcement actions include retention of product, rejection of equipment, correction on site, voluntary 
recall of product, condemnation of product, voluntary destruction of product, and closure of facility.  KDA-MPI can 
also recommend administrative enforcement actions including civil penalties, license suspension, and license 
revocations with repeated violations, and criminal penalties if the intent is to defraud or distribute adulterated products.  
All violations are recorded on noncompliance records that have a detailed description of the violation. KDA-MPI also 
assists AHPIS and KAHD in collecting samples for Brucellosis, Pseudorabies, Tuberculosis and Bovine Spongiform 
Encephalopathy.  They also provide consultation for new and existing facilities on current regulatory statues, federal 
and state regulations and federally mandated policies.     

  
Organizational Structure:  KDA-MPI has a central office in Topeka headed by a veterinary program manager 
which oversees all operations of the mandated Federal and State regulations.  Three veterinary area supervisors 
oversee the operations of their areas.  Each veterinary supervisor has two assistant area supervisors who in turn 
oversee the Agriculture Inspectors II that are in the field daily.  Four compliance officers investigate regulatory 
compliance with regulations.  One training officer located in Topeka initiates basic training for all new inspectors and 
continuing education of current inspection personnel.  One Enforcement Investigation Analysis Officer conducts in 
depth reviews of the HACCP Food Safety Systems throughout the state in addition to approving labels for the 
facilities.  Four disposition veterinarians conduct post mortems on suspect animals to ensure consumer safety. One 
administrative specialist is stationed in the Topeka office.   
 
Normal Concept of Operations (Work Process):  KDA-MPI ensures a highly trained work staff that 
conducts daily operations in regulated facilities.  The mission of the agency is to ensure the safety and wholesomeness 
of meat and poultry items produced by slaughter and processing operations not under Federal Inspection, and to detect 
and eliminate those meat and poultry items in commerce which pose a health threat, are improperly labeled, or serve 
as a source of economic fraud to the consumer.    
 
Education/Certification of Inspectors and Agency Leadership:  KDA-MPI inspectors receive an 
extensive 8 week training period followed by a 6 month minimum on the job training.  Inspectors are required to 
attend annual training once a year, in addition to computer and reading material to educate them on new regulations.  
Hiring preference is given to persons with a degree in a related field or 5 years of experience.  Administrative staff 
includes 3 area veterinary supervisors and the 4 disposition veterinarians, in addition to the veterinary program 
manager.  All veterinarians are trained in Foreign Animal Disease identification and WebEOC reporting so they can 
aid the KAHD and APHIS should a FAD outbreak occur.  Veterinarians attend a minimum of 20 hours of continuing 
education each year.   
 
Contact Information:   
Kansas Department of Agriculture, Meat & Poultry Inspection 
109 SW 9th Street 3rd floor 
Topeka, Kansas 66612 
Phone: (785) 296-3511 FAX:  (785) 296-0673 
KDA web page:  www.ksda.gov
 

http://www.ksda.gov/

